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Animal test
to continue

despite
alternative

■ Non-animal Botox test licensed

by Conall Ó Fátharta

A new method of testing
Botox has been licensed
here but the controversial
animal poison test it will
replace may not be phased
out.
This is despite EU regula-

tions which say an experi-
ment shall not be performed
on animals if a non-animal
alternative “is reasonably
and practically available”.
Pharmaceutical and medi-

cal device giant Allergan has
been licensed by the Irish
Medicines Board (IMB) for
its new non-animal cell-
based method for the testing
of Botox. The test will
replace the standard animal
based LD50 method of test-
ing botulinum neurotoxins.
The contentious LD50

test aims to determine the
lethal dose of a toxin that
kills exactly half of the
animals used in an experi-
ment.
It has been routinely

criticised by animal welfare
groups.
A sub-section of the EC

Cruelty to Animals Act,
states that “an experiment
shall not be performed if
another scientifically satis-
factory method of obtaining
the result sought, not
entailing the use of an
animal, is reasonably and
practically available”.
However, despite Allergan

having developed such
a non-animal alternative,
James Reilly, the health
minister, said his department
would not be withdrawing
the license to carry out the
test from other companies
as Allergan’s new method
was confidential and the
intellectual property of the
company.
“The IMB advised us

that the data submitted by
the applicant is confidential
and that if another company

proposed a similar change,
it would need to submit its
own variation application
with supporting data.
“As the new non-animal

cell-based test method
is not available to other
companies, the issue
of withdrawing current
licences involving LD50
tests does not arise. We have
informed other companies
in this area, however, that
such a test exists and en-
couraged them to develop
other similar models.”
For its part, Allergan said

its new test was specific to
its products and did not
extend to other products by
other manufacturers. It did
not rule out the possibility
of licensing the method.
In a statement, it said:

“Allergan has communi-
cated that we are willing
to discuss licensing the
technology to other compa-
nies that share our commit-
ment to implementing
non-animal alternative to
the manufacture of
botulinum toxin products.
“It’s worth noting that

the manufacturers of other
botulinum toxin products
would need to conduct
their own validity tests as
the botulinum toxins are not
interchangeable.”
Dr Dan Lyons, policy

consultant with the Irish
Anti-Vivisection Society,
said the Government had
to ensure the new non-
animal alternative was
shared across all companies
in Ireland using what
he called the “cruel and
barbaric” LD50 test.
“In all likelihood, the new

Allergan non-animal botox
test is easily applicable to
other companies similar
products. The Government’s
failure to ensure this
technology is shared appears
to breach European and
Irish laws,” he said.

Sarah Morrissey, centre, wears Oriele black and gold embroidered silk kaftan (unpriced). Karen Fitzpatrick, right, dons Olivia black silk jersey with
lace black panel (€1,995) and Alison Canavan wears Olympia black bugele beaded gown (€1,995) for Louise Kennedy’s autumn/winter collection
A Tale Of Dark Romance, during a fashion show at her Merrion Square flagship boutique.

THE DARK SIDE

One Direction, from left: Niall Horan, Liam Payne, Harry
Styles, Louis Tomlinson, and Zayn Malik. Picture: PA

One Direction win legal battle to keep their name
by John Shaw

Chart stars One Direction
are to keep their name
after reaching a deal with a
US act with whom they
had been locked in a legal
dispute.
The What Makes You

Beautiful singers — who
appeared at the Olympics
closing ceremony last month
— had faced action
from the Californian rock
band who had already

been using the same name.
The US group was claim-

ing more than £600,000
(€758,000) in damages, a
share of profits and hoped
to get the British quintet to
stop using the name.
However, now both sides

said they have reached an
agreement and the trade-
mark dispute had been
“resolved amicably”.
The US band are to

change their name to Un-
charted Shores — the title

of one of their two albums.
The group made of four

lads from Britain — Harry
Styles, Zayn Malik, Liam
Payne, and Louis Tomlinson
— and Niall Horan from
Mullingar was formed two
years ago for The X Factor.
They have gone on to

take the US charts by storm
with their debut release
Up All Night becoming the
first by a UK act to debut
at No 1 on the Billboard
album chart.

A joint statement issued
on behalf of both groups
said: “All of the parties
involved are pleased with
the resolution and wish each
other success.”
The US group — formed

in 2009 — filed a lawsuit
earlier this year after they
said efforts to “negotiate
a reasonable compromise”
had failed.
And they said the British

group’s representatives had
been aware a year earlier

Shortage
looms for
crunchy
cinema
snack

by Dan
Buckley

If there was ever
an Oscar for
movie munchies it would
have to go to popcorn but
filmgoers may soon have
to change their ways.

Severe droughts in
the American mid-west
and in Portugal have
devastated harvests, and
according to the American
Popcorn Company — one
of the world’s biggest
producers — there may
soon be a worldwide
shortage.

Those fluffy treats have
been the favourite snack
in cinemas everywhere
since the 1920s. Back in
the silent era, nobody
really wanted to hear
munching and crunching
but as soon as the first
Talkies arrived the
demand for the snack
exploded, so to speak.

Popcorn remains a
favourite with Irish film
buffs who tend to be
adventurous by adding
chocolate, toffee, and
other treats for added
crunch. A popcorn
shortage could be good
news for the makers of
other noisy snacks such as
Tayto, particularly if it
leads to higher prices.

While corn growers in
Portugal are suffering
from high temperatures,
the biggest problem is in
the US where the worst
drought since 1956 is
frying corn plants before
those yellow kernels can
even reach the popping
stage.

“This is the worst
season we’ve ever had,”
says third-generation
popcorn producer Mark
Shew, who runs the
family’s farm in Vigo
County, Indiana. “In some
places, they’re going to be
down to counting kernels
at the bottom of the
storage bins.”

All across the mid-west,
where rows of corn
normally thrive alongside
fields of soybeans,
US corn farmers have
watched in horror as
stifling temperatures and
weeks without rain
withered crops.

The situation has
had popcorn buyers —
from small corner shops
to larger food chains —
scrambling for months
to line up their supplies
for the autumn.

Their options are
limited.

Retail prices have
jumped this summer: from
about $20 (€16) for a
50lb bag to $30 or higher,
said Tim Caldwell, owner
of Pop It Rite, an
Illinois-based popcorn
industry expert and snack
foods consultant.
Wholesale prices have
started to creep up, too,
he says.

As the Reuters news
agency reports, in Indiana,
where sizzling weather
has devastated large
swaths of farmland and
shortened the pollination
cycle to only a few days,
farmers fear strong winds
from the remnants of
Hurricane Isaac could
flatten their already
hard-hit fields.

“As you walk through
the fields, you have to be
careful because if you
touch a stalk too hard, it
will fall over,” says
Matthew Johnson, who
farms 1,200 acres (486
hectares) of popcorn at
his family’s farm in Jay
County, in eastern
Indiana.

“We get anything
above a 30 mile an hour
wind, we’ll lose what crop
we have.”

about their claim to the
name which they said had
been registered by them as a
trademark.
“They chose not to use

a different name. They
chose to press ahead, using
the exact same name, One
Direction, setting up the
current difficulties and con-
fusion in the United States,”
the US act said in a blog.
Last year there was ano-

ther legal dispute over the
use of a name by an X Factor

group. Little Mix, who
won the 2011 series and
are currently high in the
charts with ‘Wings’, were
originally called Rhythmix,
a name already adopted and
registered by a music charity
which then ran up legal fees
defending its use of the
trademark.
The band, which has sold

more than 1.6m records,
will be performing at The
O2 in Dublin on Mar 5 and
6, 2013.

Sarah Morrissey, left, wears Courtney rabbit and racoon fur coat (€1,995) and, above, dons
Rosie gold coat (€1,295) and Krista cropped wool trousers (€350). Pictures: Photocall Ireland

Party off-limits in naval
rules of engagement

by Conall
Ó Fátharta

They’ve undergone
some of the most
brutal training regimes
known to man, and
steamed into warzones such
as Iraq and Afghanistan, but
it seems Dublin’s party hubs
were too much for the US
navy to handle.
Following their drubbing

at the hands of Notre
Dame in last weekend’s
American football game,
US navy personnel were
no doubt looking forward
to drowning their sorrows
in the capital’s hotspots.
However, according

to the official rules issued
to personnel in Dublin
and revealed on Twitter
yesterday, while partying
was allowed, it came with a
couple of caveats.
Principal among these

was a detailed set of “liberty
areas” where they could
socialise.
Bizarrely, perhaps the

city’s most popular party
area, Camden St, was listed
in bold font as “off-limits”,
as was Harcourt St, home
to the infamous Copper
Face Jacks nightclub.
“Approved liberty areas

are within Dublin’s city
center as defined west
to east by Guinness
Store-house to O2 arena
and north to south from
Henry Street to University
College Dublin. Bars/pubs
on Harcourt/Camden
Street are off-limits,” said
the rules issued to the naval
personnel.
In fact, TDY (temporary

duty) personnel were issued
with six rules in total, all of
which were punishable by
“disciplinary action” if
breached.
One stipulated that all

US military personnel obey
US and local laws and
“must use the ‘buddy
system’ of 2-8 (min-max)
persons per group”.

Another said alcohol in
“open containers, public
drunkenness and ‘drinking
games’ are prohibited”.
Navy personnel were

even warned about topics
of discussion that should
remain off-limits when
engaging with the locals.
“Maintain military

bearing. Fighting strictly
prohibited. Avoid con-
frontation and notify police
of harassment. Avoid protest
activity. Avoid politically
motivated discussions,” said
rule number six.
The only thing that

seemed to be fully permit-
ted was the use of Dublin’s
public transport system.
Nobody seems to have
warned them about that.

Twitter picture of the rules for Navy personnel in Dublin.

China
flying the
flag for
Donegal

by Jimmy
Woulfe
Mid-West
Correspondent

China is flying the flag for
Donegal in the All-Ireland
decider.
A Limerick business

which holds a GAA
merchandising licence has
called in the Asian super-
power to provide more
green-and-gold flags for
the Ulster side’s supporters.
DJ Daly, who runs a flag

and hurley manufacturing
company in Pallaskenry,
Co Limerick, said: “The
demand for flags in Donegal
is crazy — just mad.
“I’ve never seen the likes

of it in all my years selling
All Ireland flags.”
Such has been the

demand for official Donegal
merchandise, he has sent
an urgent message to a
supplier in Beijing for
10,000 additional flags for
the widely-anticipated
Sept 23 thriller.
“We have sent van loads

already and our agent in
Donegal, Yvonne Morgan,
is on the phone at all hours

Padraig Daly and Catherine Fitzgerald from Daly Hurleys and Flags in Pallaskenry, Co
Limerick: Urgent supplies being sought from China. Picture: Don Moloney/Press 22

roaring for more to be sent.
“We have ran out of

stocks and my supplier in
China has dispatched on
an extra 10,000 flags which
we hope will come into
Shannon by the weekend.
“I have never seen the

likes of the demand. Of
course Donegal haven’t
been to a final in 20 years
and they are crying out for
our flags of all sizes.”
The Limerick supplier

said: “The demand for
flags in Mayo is also great
but, as they were in the
final in 2006, there would
still be a lot of our
merchandise still in

circulation in the county.
“I was up in Belmullet

already this week calling to
shops and they took every
flag I had with me.
“But our problem at the

moment is ensuring the
Donegal supporters are fully
kitted out with official flags.
“We are licensed from

Croke Park. Part of the
money from every flag
goes to the two teams.”
Mr Daly set up his

flag-making enterprise 15
years ago.
“We only made hurleys

up to that time. I was at
an All-Ireland hurling final
and there was the world of

all kinds of flags.
“There was only 30 hur-

leys being used on the field
at any one time and I got
the idea that flags were the
thing to get into. We are
officially licensed by head-
quarters and our flags carry
the official GAA logo.”
To keep up with demand,

his flag making enterprise
employs five full-time
flag-makers during the
summer months.
“There is always massive

demand for our car flags
which sell for €7 while our
regular and popular flags
vary in size from 12in by
8in to 5ft by 3ft.”


